Dear Moderators:

Thank you for your posting of 1st June 2000. All the points you have raised are extremely important.  Undoubtedly, the main point of discussion is the HIV theory of AIDS which states: 

HIV infection ( T4 decrease (immunodeficiency) ( the clinical syndrome.   

For this, it is absolutely necessary to have proof for at least the following:

1. Isolation of particles from cultures containing tissue from AIDS patients.    The particles should be separated from everything else.   That is, they must be pure and have all the morphological characteristics of retroviruses.

2. All the particles are similar; that is, they have the same morphology and constituents.

3. The particles contain RNA and not DNA.    Because small genetic differences lead to significant phenotypic differences (the difference between the human and chimpanzees is less than 2%), the RNA in particles isolated from different AIDS patients should vary by no more than the RNAs from other RNA viruses.

4. The particles are infectious.

5. Similar particles cannot be isolated from cultures under the same conditions containing tissue from non-AIDS patients but nonetheless sick people.    For example, individuals with autoimmune diseases or those treated with chemotherapeutic agents.

6. The particles' proteins are coded by the particles' RNA.

7. The proteins used as antigens in the antibody tests and the RNA (cDNA) for genomic studies originate from the pure retroviral particles.

8. The antibody tests and the genomic tests are specific for this retrovirus.

9. The fresh uncultured tissue from AIDS patients, including T4 cells, contain the full copy of the RNA (cDNA).  In fresh plasma, there is a direct relationship between the number of RNA copies and retroviral particles as seen by electron microscopy.

10. The purified particles when added to cultures of T4 cells lead to T4 cell destruction.

11. The decrease in T4 cells in AIDS patients is the result of their destruction by the retroviral particles.

12. The decrease in T4 cells is absolutely necessary and sufficient for the clinical syndrome to appear.

We would be grateful if the panelists who support the HIV theory of AIDS post one reference containing proof and a few confirmatory studies for each of the above. 
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