








with the same precision a poet would 
use in wri1111g them. It seems a pity that 
a great poet cannot read them with 
equal precision. 

.Marion Halligan 
Chair, Likrature Hoard 

Rt.'dfern, l'iSW. 

LES MURRAY REPLIES: 
IN 1993, I was privately informed by 

a now highly placed member of the 
Australia Council who of course cannot 
be named that a further "Keating" would 
be mine for the asking. This is the offer 
to which I referred in my column. 

The AIDS Debate 
QUESTION: WHAT do the HIV 

epidemic, the Holocaust and tobacco 
smoking have in common, besides 
having caused the deaths of millions 
of people? 

Answer: Each one has given rise to 
small armies of noisy sceptics who are 
prepared to endlessly argue that it has 
been unjustly incriminated as a major 
cause of human suffering and death. 

In the case of tobacco, most sceptics 
can be easily linked to vested interests 
of one kind or another; those who dis­
miss the Holocaust may be driven by 
whatever dark forces in human nature 
gave rise to the Holocaust itself. The 
HIV sceptics are of a different kind 
again: many are scientists, oftyn with 
established reputations, and do not 
seem to have ulterior motives or be part 
of a visible conspiracy. 

Such technically knowledgeable 
sceptics pose particular challenges for 
both the lay press, and the established 
experts in their field of attack. On the 
one hand, journalists and editors find 
it hard to assess the sceptics' claims 
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without seeking the advice of the very 
pc,1ple, namely established experts, 
whose opinions are the targets of the 
sceptics' attack. The established 
experts, on the other hand, have to 
balance their responsibility to engi.lge 
in public debate and education against 
a strong imtinct not to dignify the scep­
tics' arguments by attempting to refute 
them. Their task is further complicated 
by the fact that the sceptics often 
present their cases with grains of fact, 
which are used to distract from other­
wise overwhelming evidence against 
their case; meanwhile, the public is left 
bewildered, as the main points are lost 
in a maze of technicalities. 

In October 1994, The Independent
Monihlv chose to publish the claims by 
Eleni Papadopoulos-Eleopoulos and 
Valender Turner, two employees of 
Royal Perth Hospital, that there was no 
epidemic of a fatal, sexually transmit­
ted virus in Africa; that somehow the 
Western scientific community had 
manufactured the African AIDS 
epidemic for its own amusement. We 
responded to this article in a letter 
which presented the main evidence, 
accepted by the vast majority of the 
global scientific community, that the 
epidemic of AIDS in Africa, and else­
where, is all too real. The Independent
Monthly published our letter, but also 
published a rejoinder from Papadop­
oulos-Eleopoulos and Turner, in which 
they again pushed their arguments 
against the existence of the African 
AIDS epidemic. 

I t  is  our opinion, and that of a 
number of our scientific colleagues, 
that to continue a point-by-point 
critique of all these arguments would 
not be edifying at this stage. Perhaps 
the extreme nature of Papadopoulos­
Eleopoulos and Turner's position is 
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best illustrated by their claim that 
"nobody has yet isolated HIV". This is 
an assertion that is met with incredulity 
by the dozens of laboratory scientists in 
Australia, working in nationally 
accredited laboratories, whose daily 
work involves isolation of HIV. Since 
it was first described by Barre-Sinoussi 
and colleagues at the Pasteur Institute 
in 1983, HIV has satisfied all defini­
tions of viral isolation, whether by 
propagation in cell culture, identifi­
cation of viral gene structures and 
proteins, and visualisation using 
electron microscopy. No other human 
virus has been more intensively investi­
gated and characterised in such a short 
period of time as HIV. 

We do not question Papadopoulos­
Eleopoulos and Turner's sincerity, nor 
their right to express their point of 
view. There can nevertheless be a fine 
line between healthy scepticism and 
deliberate disinformation. In the name 
of all people and communities affected 
by HIV, we urge The Independent 
Monthly to be extremely cautious in 
future before providing a forum for 
claims that AID S  is not a serious 
problem, or that it is not caused by a 
sexually transmissible virus. 

Professor John Kaldor, deputy 
director and Lesley Ashton, 

epidemiologist, National Centre in 
HIV Epidemiology and Clinical 

Research. 
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pride that I report having been one of 
the first political prisoners for 1995. 
My crime was failure to vote at the last 
federal election. 

I was, of course, given a choice: 
$150 or 24 hours. As a pensioner (age 
68), that sum represents one week's 
income, so having far more time than 
money, I chose the latter. 

I felt-and still feel-that simply 
locking people up in their own little 
cell is somewhat negative. Surely we 
could learn from other countries. For 
example, Red China and Stalinist 
Russia had re-education centres which 
achieved a high success rate. We have 
here a new growth industry. However, 
the exact name will have to be chosen 
with great care as the term "correc­
tional centre" has already been taken 
over by the maximum security jails. 

Perhaps I can pass along some advice 
for those contemplating going in. Before 
I toured Russia 10 years ago, I was given 
several hints which proved valuable: 
take your own toilet paper and stomach 
powders-also plugs for basins and 
baths. I must report that the Australian 
jails are no better than the two-star Rus­
sian hotels. You must smuggle in your 
own toilet paper and soap. 

Another optional extra is ear-plugs. 
Throughout the night, business was 
brisk but a number of the clients lacked 
a sense of decorum. Perhaps you could 
take along your own QUIET PLEASE 
sign and fix it up near the entrance. 

This correspondence is now closed- Choose your clothing carefully. The 

Ed. lights stay on all night so wear a cap 

Democracy In Action 

and scarf to cover the eyes. Even in 
summer, cells are cold, so wrap up 
well. Long winter underwear is not a 
bad idea as you can then take off trou-

I N AUSTRALIA, the political sers and jacket. You receive two 
prisoner has a long and honoured his- blankets but no pillow, so one blanket 
tory. Hence it is with understandable has to be used as a pillow and the 
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warmth of the other tends  to  be 
inadequate. I would suggest to other 
non-voting pensioners that they wear 
two pullovers so that one can be taken 
off and used as a pillow. 

Make sure the pockets contain no 
extraneous objects. I had in mine 
several half-used packets of seeds, and 
naturally this was a worry as I know for 
a fact that the local sergeant is a keen 
gardener. 

But there is no need to worry about 
the food. It is simple but good, except 
for breakfast-toast and jam is not the 
right fare for a diabetic. 

Naturally I appreciate the opportunity 
I have had to see Australian democracy 
in action, and I look forward to the 
March state elections, even though they 
will, I presume, entitle me to a stay of 
only 12 hours. One can hardly expect to 
receive overnight accommodation with 
room service just for failing to vote for 
our state worthies. 

Don Calman 
Portland, NSW. 

CORRECTION 
Due to errors in the final subbing of 
the February i ssue  of  The 
Independent Monthly, there were 
three errors in the private sector 
remuneration list in "Women 
Who've Won". The table should 
have listed Patricia Cross (NAB­
estimated salary $350,000+ inc. 
bonus) as 5; Carolyn Hewson 
(Schroders Australia) as 9; and 
Helen Nugent (Westpac) as 10. 

WIN A SHEAFFER PEN 

The Sheaffer Pen Company has 
generously offered a Chinese Lague 
fountain pen and ball pen set valued at 
$570 to be awarded to the writer of the 
most interesting letter published each 
month in The Independent Monthly. 
The February award went to William 
Atkins of Newtown, NSW. 

MAZDA V6 ASTINA WINNER 

The winner of the new Mazda V6 
Astina on offer in The Independent 
Monthly's subscription draw open to all 
new and renewing subscribers from 
June 29, 1994 through to January 24, 
1995 was Mr B. McCausland of  
Rosemeadow, NSW. 
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